Pediatric lymphoma diagnosis: role of FNAC, biopsy, immunohistochemistry and molecular diagnostics.
Peripheral lymphadenopathy in the pediatric age group is screened using fine needle aspiration cytology (FNAC). Cases found to have features suspicious for lymphoma on FNAC need to undergo biopsy with immunohistochemistry for characterization and typing. In pediatric age group, peripheral lymph nodes are common in Hodgkin's lymphoma for which biopsy is needed for subtyping. Distinction of classical Hodgkin's lymphoma of lymphocyte rich type from nodular lymphocyte predominant Hodgkin's lymphoma needs biopsy evaluation and a panel of immunostains. T lymphoblastic lymphomas and Burkitt's lymphoma are the common types of non Hodgkin's lymphoma seen in the pediatric age group. All lymphomas require a biopsy evaluation with immunohistochemistry and analysis of molecular genetic markers for proper characterization and selection of optimal treatment which are discussed in detail in this review.